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simply by being a Liberal desire the downfall of the Bench of
Bishops, or a communism of property. The true Liberal, in
fact, has but one cardinal dogma; he believes in the perfecti-
bility of the human race. The advocacy of mere outward
equality is a bar to aU true progress, but liberty full and absolute
there must be for each one to rise according to individual
merit. I recognise in my manhood no inferiority to the man-
hood of another. I give place to the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, for he is now my official superior ; but I may be one
day myself the Governor of a province. A Peer of the United
Kingdom has the better of me in many things, and I grudge
him not his advantages, for the road is open to all. There is
George Campbell of our Indian Civil Service, his uncle raised
himself from being a small Scottish lawyer to be Lord Chan-
cellor and Peer of the realm, Liberty, and the right of each
one to do his best, that is the true creed of a Liberal/'

Thanks to the good offices of this kind friend, the Inspector-
General of Police authorised me to expend a certain sum in
the purchase of presents for the wild folk; and I was given
to understand, deini-officially, that I might go into the hills
lor ten days or so, but that no official sanction could be accorded
to ray expedition. In other words, if I went at all it was
strictly at my own risk*

I was glad, however, to obtain permission on any terms,
and accordingly at once commenced my preparations for the
journey.   I laid in a stock of scarlet broadcloth, glass beads
of divers colours, brass rings, bracelets of lac and tinsel very
beautiful to behold, not forgetting sundry cases of strong liquor.
I was told by the Bengali wood-cutters, to whom I have before
alluded, that the hill-men were great drinkers, and hard-headed-
to boot;  so I took with me some bottles of spirits of wia^
which I hoped would floor the strongest head among therii.
I also borrowed a couple of elephants to carry my baggage,
and ordered for my own convenience a folding bed, consisting
; of a stretcher of canvas, with a framework for mosquito cur-
',''.tains; a camp-chair of iron and canvas, with a small folding
the necessary cooking pots and pans, completed mji
The whole was divisible into coolie loads, m/l
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